
U.S. Diplomat Says 2003 Guatemala Elections Must Be Free and 
Fair 

    
It is essential that Guatemala's national elections in November 2003 are free, 
transparent, and fair, and that the Guatemalan constitution is strictly adhered to, 
says John Hamilton, President Bush's nominee to be U.S. ambassador to 
Guatemala. 

Testifying October 9 at his confirmation hearing before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, Hamilton said the United States would "of course" work with 
whichever candidate wins in a fair contest. 

Hamilton said the United States would also continue to help Guatemala to 
strengthen its judicial system and the national police, and to support and defend 
the members "of its courageous human rights community." 

Hamilton said the most important goals for the United States in Guatemala are to 
strengthen democracy and respect for human rights, and to refocus attention on 
the 1996 Guatemalan peace accords. U.S. goals, he said, include strengthening 
the rule of law and combating all forms of terrorism, organized crime and 
corruption-such as drug trafficking, smuggling, and trafficking in persons. 

Following is the text of Hamilton's prepared remarks: 

Statement by 

JOHN R. HAMILTON 
Before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
October 9, 2002 

Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for this opportunity to appear before you in connection with my 
nomination as Ambassador to Guatemala. It's an honor to have been selected by 
the President and Secretary of State and, if confirmed by the Senate, I will do 
everything possible to justify your confidence. 

I am a career foreign service officer with 32 years of service, most of it in the 
Western Hemisphere. Most recently, I was Ambassador to Peru. In the mid-1990s 
I served for a time as the U.S. Representative on the Group of Friends supporting 
the Guatemala Peace Process. My interest in Guatemala since then has remained 
strong and I am delighted by the prospect of working on it again. 

In preparation for this assignment, Mr. Chairman, I have consulted widely. 
Everywhere I go, I have heard great concern about democracy, human rights and 



governance in Guatemala-concern that harassment of human rights activists has 
resumed, that corruption has become worse and that implementation of the 1996 
peace accords has been woefully inadequate.  

Our most important goals in Guatemala are precisely in these areas-above all to 
strengthen democracy and respect for human rights and to refocus attention on 
the 1996 accords. These are critical on their merits and they are key to all else we 
seek to accomplish. That includes strengthening the rule of law and combating all 
forms of terrorism, organized crime and corruption-such as drug trafficking, 
smuggling and trafficking in persons. 

Guatemala holds national elections in November next year. It is essential that they 
be free, transparent and fair, and that the constitution be adhered to strictly. We 
will of course work with whichever candidate wins in a fair contest. We will also 
continue to help Guatemala to strengthen its judicial system, the national police 
and to support and defend the members of its courageous human rights 
community. I will be meeting with U.S. non-governmental organizations to hear 
their concerns in this area. 

The safety of Americans will be one of my top priorities. If confirmed, I will work 
for resolution of the murders of Sister Barbara Ann Ford and nine other Americans, 
to bring those responsible to justice. And we will provide the best possible support 
and service to Americans living in and visiting Guatemala. 

Corruption and organized crime are significant problems in Guatemala. The U.S. 
will seek to increase transparency and to combat organized crime. With other 
donors, we will also continue to promote political dialogue and to urge all parties 
to seek national consensus on fully implementing the 1996 Peace Accords.  

Guatemala is a major transit country for illegal drugs. It recently strengthened its 
legislation on money laundering but drug seizures have dropped in 2002. We are 
engaging Guatemalan authorities on drug cooperation and are determined to get 
better results. We are getting good cooperation against alien smuggling and illegal 
immigration. In all these activities, we will be alert to the possibilities of 
corruption. 

Guatemala has followed sound macro-economic policies but has experienced only 
modest growth the last several years. Although it has diversified its economy to 
where non-traditional products are a third of exports, poverty and inequality are 
severe and the collapse of coffee prices has made them worse. As you know, the 
Administration has recently informed the Congress of its intention to negotiate a 
free trade area with Central America. This will present important opportunities to 
advance our foreign policy goals in all the areas I have mentioned. 

Guatemala and Belize have in recent days announced an approach to end their 
long-standing territorial dispute. The U.S. supports this effort and is prepared to 
devote resources to an integrated development plan benefiting both countries 



once a settlement is reached. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the opportunity to appear before you today. I would 
be pleased to answer any questions. 
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